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BEFORE 
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD 

) 
In the Matter of: ) 

) 
Sweet & Bitters, Inc. ) 
t/a Takoma Station Tavern ) 

) Case no. 22904-00055P 
Application for a Retailer's License ) 

Class CR - renewal application ) 
) 

6914 4th Street, Northwest ) 
Washington, D.C. ) 

) 

David Nicholson and Jodi Bloom, on behalf of the Protestants 

David A. Boyd, President, on behalf of the Applicant 

BEFORE: R'"6oenc L. Woodson, Esquire, Cbair 
Vera Abbott, Member 
Cbarles A. Burger, Member 
Laurie Collins, Member 
Judy Moy, Member 
Ellen Opper-Weiner, Esquire, Member 
Audrey E. Thompson, Member 

ORDER ON WITHDRAWN PROTEST 
AND VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT 

This application, having been protested, came before the Board for public hearing 
on June 21,2000, in accordance with D.C. Code Section 25-115(c)(5)(l999 Supp.), "\ 
providing for the protestants to be heard. David Nicholson and Jodi Bloom, along with '. 
other members of the community, filed opposition in a timely manner. David Nicholson 
and Jodi Bloom were designated as the representative for the protestants. 

The official records of the Board reflect that the parties have now reached an 
agreement, which has been reduced to writing, and has been properly executed and filed 
with the Board. Pursuant to the agreement dated January 30, 2001, the protestants have 
agreed to withdraw the opposition, provided, however, the Board's approval of the 
pending application is conditioned. 

. ......................•.......•.......... _ ... 
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Accordingly. it is this _--"'Z,::.c6,,,,--_ day of fYl/N'~ 
ORDERED that: 

200J 

1. The protests of David Nicholson and Jodi BJoom be, and the same hereby, are 
WITHDRAWN; 

2. The above-referenced agreement between the parties. be. and the same hereby. is 
INCORPORATED as part of this ORDER; 

3. The application of Sweet & Bitters, Inc. tia Takoma Station Tavern, located at 
6914 4th Street, Northwest, Washington, D.C., for a retailer's license class CR application 
(renewal) be, and the same hereby, is GRANTED; and, 

4. Copies of this Order shall be sent to the protestants and the applicant. 

uri Collins, Member 

C ~ 76 ')A,\v 
&lYMOi,ember ~ 

·c---------·--· . 
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SETTLEIvlENT AGREE11ENT 

Tnis is an agreement between JODI BLOOM and DAVID NICHOLSON 
(hereinafter referred to as the REPRESENTATIVES) and SWEETS & 
BITTERS Inc. t/a TAKOMA S'TATION TAVERN (hereinafter referred to as 
TAKOl1lA STATIONj. The agreement is made in the matter of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control (hereinafter referred to as ABC) case No. 22904-
00055P,TAKOMA STATION's application for renewal of its ABC 
license. The REPRESENTATIVES are authorized representatives of 
those protesting (hereinafter referred to as the PROTESTANTS) the 
renewal of TAKOMA S'rATION's Class CR license for its establishment 
of the same name located at 6914 Fourth Street, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 

Nothing in this SettlementAgreementshall be construed as ~Il 

admission by eitherTAKuMA STATION or theFROTESTAN'l'S. 
Furthermore, neither the PROTEST'ATIONS, nor 'TAKOMA STATION waive 
any rights they are entitled to pursuant to the laws and 
procedures of the District of Columbia or the ABC Board by 
entering into this agreement. 

PROTES'TANTS and TAKOMA S'TATION agree this 31st day of January 
2001 as follows: 

1. TAKOMA S'TATION agrees to post and maintain signs remindlng 
patrons that the establishment is located in a residential area 
and that patrons should return to their vehicles in a quiet and 
orderly fashion, respectingthf right to quiet to which residents 
of the neighborhood are entitled. Said signs shall be no smaller 
than eleven (11) inches by seventeen (17) inches in size. In 
addition to posting the aforesaid signs, TAKOlYlA STA'TION agrees to 
place and maintain smaller notices on individual tables inside ,. 
establishment. Said table-top notices shall be no smaller thaI). 

the 
I 

four (4) inches by six (6) inches in size. Notices 'shall be placed 
on all tables inside the establishment. Should 'TAKOMA S'TA'TION 
provide sidewalk care-style tables, said notices will also be 

.... ···-p·ta'Ce-d~-ont]1.ose·ta151e·s~~·-'~·---· .'. ,. -_ .. ---.--

SCANNED 
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1 [aJ.. TP.~KO:V.!-A~ ST£l.TION agrees to make announcements on Thursday 
,ev.e-n-in:gs (or at any ether- time i-t -an-ticipat,es the type .of .crowd or 
conduct tha-t ha-s been th-e' subject 0-£ the' community's pro-test} 
throughout all performances and (fifteen) 15 minutes to 30 minutes 
periodically before the end of a set or immediately before 
intermission, and at fifteen (lS)-minute intervals in the forty
five (4S) minutes immediately before closing of the establishment. 
Said announcements will remind patrons that TAKOMA STATION is 
located in a residential neighborhood and urge patrons to return 
to their vehicles in a quiet and orderly fashion, respecting 
residents' right to quiet. 

2. TAKOMA STA'I'ION agrees to end all weekday performances by 1:30 
a.m. and all weekend performances not later than 2:3-0 a.m. 

3. TAKOMA STATION provides clean restrooms to accommodate its 
patrons and agrees to continue to do so. TAKOMA STATION agrees to 
post additional signs reminding patrons of the location of those 

~~--~r;oceo;;s"'--"'t"r';coc;'cims . 

4. TAKOMA STA'I'ION agrees to hire three additional security 
personnel who will patrol on foot and in motor vehicles the area 
in the vicinity of the establishment on Thursday evenings, or at 
any other time it anticipates the type of crowd or conduct that 
has been the subject of the community's protest. 

4[a]. The area to be patrolled in accordance with section 4[a] 
includes, but is not limited to, the area bounded by Blair Road, 
Aspen Street, Fifth Street, and Cedar Street.' 

4[b]. Security personnel provip.ed by TAKOMA STATION in accordance 
with section 4 will communicate with each other, police, and 
TAKOMA STATION by radio or cellular phones. Security personnel 
will report all criminal or unlawful activity to the police. 

4 [c]. TAKOMA STA'rTON agrees 
number 202-276-3379 for use 

/ 
to provide the following telephon~ 
by REPRESENTATIVES and ·'PROTESTANTS 

wishing to contact management of the establishment to report 
conduct that has been the subject of the community's protest. On 
--_ ... -_ ..•..... ----~--~ 

1 Se'e -map I a-t'ta-chrnent A 

; 
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r-ece-ipt 0-£ such a -t:e-l-epnone 'calli. -TA-KOM;;.Z\ -STATTON -a-gre·es to 
imrrte-di,a-tely contact its sBcuri-ty persorrn-el and/-or- police t.o relay 
the' nature' and "location of the- complaint. Sh-Qu-ld· the' telepnone 
number listed in this section change or be disconnected,TAKOMA 
S'I'ATION agrees to provide a new number to the PROTES'I'ANTS wi thin 
10 (ten) days. 

5. The parties to this agreement agree to talk or meet at the 
request of either party. l'leetings shall be scheduled within one 
week of any request. 

6. TAKOMA STNI'ION agrees to limit any go-go bands, rap bands or 
hip-hop bands to one night a week only. Such bands shall 
constitute a group or class of music. Only one member of that 
group or class may be hired within any calendar week. Any and all 
engagements by such bands will be subject to all terms of this 
agreement. 

3 

7. TAKOMA STAT.LON agrees to enforce the dress code currently in 
effect for patrons of the establishment. Said dress code prohibits 
sneakers, tennis, or athletic shoes; sweat suits, Timberland and 
similar footwear; tank tops for male patrons; and other such 
clothing as TAKOMA STATION shall from time to time deem worthy of 
prohibition. 

8. 'I'AKOMA STATION agrees to enforce the age limitation for 
admission to the nightclub on Thursday night or any other night on 
which bands of the kind named in section 6 are hired. No person 
under the age of 21 will be admitted. 

9. TAKOMA STATION agrees to hire or prOVloe at least two people 
who will patrol the area specified in section 4[aj above the 
morning after each live performance to pick up trash and to 
retrieve flyers and other advertisements placed under car 
windshields. 

/ 

10. TAKOMA STATION and REPRESENTA'"I'IVES agree that, . on acceptance, 
signing by both parties, and approval by the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control (ABC) Board this agreement becomes immediately enforceable 
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provisions of. t-his .agreement are -as ·enforceabl-e -as ABC r-egul·a-tions 
and city lavT. 

10[aj. REPRESENTATIVES affirm by signing this agreement that they 
are the designated and authorized representatives of those 
protesting this matter as outlined above. Those signing on behalf 
of TAKOMA STATION affirm by signing that they are authorized to do 
so on behalf of the establishment. 

Signed, REPRESENTATIVES for the PRO'I'ESTANTS 

DAVID NICHOLSON, Da(e I 

/ 



, ' 

Attachment A, area to be covered by security guards as specified in 
section 4[b] of Agreement between Takoma Station and Protestants. 

Aspen Street 

/ 



BEFORE 
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD 

In the Matter of: 

Sweets & Bitters, Inc. 
t/a Takoma Station Tavern 

Application for a Retailer's License 
Class CR - renewal 
at premises 

6914 - 4th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

---------------------) 

App. No. 22904-97108P 

Rosemary C. Harold, President, on behalf of the Watkins Condominium 
Association, and Elizabeth McGregor, Protestants 

David A. Boyd, President, on behalf of the Applicant 

BEFORE: BARBARA L. SMITH, ESQUIRE, CHAIR; 
DENNIS BASS, MEMBER; 
ALLEN BEACH, MEMBER; 
MARY EVA CANDON, ESQUIRE, MEMBER; 
LA VERNE KING, MEMBER; 
EYDIE WHITTINGTON, MEMBER; 
DUANE WANG, MEMBER 

ORDER ON A WITRDRA WN PROTEST 

The application, having been protested came before the Board for public hearing on 
October 1,1997 and was continued until October 22,1997, in accordance with D.C. 
Code Section 25-115(c)(S)(1996 Supp.), providing for remonstrants to be heard. 
Rosemary C. Harold, President, on behalf of the Watkins Condominium Association, and 
Elizabeth McGregor filed timely protest letters. However, Elizabeth McGregor withdrew 
her ?pposition by letter dated January 4, 1998. 

The official records ofthe Board reflect that the Rosemary C. Harold, President, on 
behalf of the Watkins Condominium Association, and the applicant have now reached an 
Agreement which has been reduced to writing, and has been properly executed and filed 



., 
Sweets & Bitters, Inc. 
tJa Takoma Station Tavern 
Page two 

with the Board. Pursuant to the Agreement dated October 14, 1997, Ms. Harold agreed 
to withdraw the opposition, provided however, the Board's approval of the pending 
application is conditioned. 

Accordingly, it is this c:? ,9 day of 1998, ORDERED that: 

1. The protests of Rosemary C. Harold, President, on behalf of the Watkins 
Condominium Association, and Elizabeth McGregor, be, and the same hereby, are 
WITHDRAWN; 

2. The above-referenced Agreement between the Rosemary C. Harold, President, 
on behalf of the Watkins Condominium Association, and the applicant, be,and the same 
hereby, is INCORPORATED as part of this Order; 

3. The application of Sweets & Bitters, Inc. tJa Takoma Station Tavern for a 
retailer's license class CR -renewal at premises 6914 - 4th Street, N.W., be, and the same 
hereby, is GRANTED; and, 

4. Copies of this Order shall be sent to the Protestants and the Applicant. 

OARD 

Barbara L. Smith, Esqu' e, 

60~~ 
Dennis Bass, Member 

~~e~< 
Allen Beach, ber 
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SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT CONCERNING 
APPLICATION FOR LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL 

BY TAKOMA STATION TAVERN 
BEFORE THE ALCOHOL BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD 

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
(APPLICATION NO, 22904-1997 RENEWAL PROCEEDING) 

This Settlement Agreement ("Agreement") is entered into between (i) Sweets & Bitters, 

Inc., the sole owner and operator of Takoma Station Tavern, located at 6914 Fourth Street, N.W., 

Washington, D.C. ("Takoma Station"), which is the holder of Class C Liquor License No. 22904 

issued by the Alcohol Beverage Control Board ("ABC Board") of the District of Columbia, and 

(ii) the Board of Directors and individual unit owners of the Watkins Condominium Association 

(collectively, the "Watkins"), which is organized under the laws of the District of Columbia and 

which j ointly or severally owns property located at 406 and 408 Cedar Street, N.W., Washington, 

D.C. Takoma Station and the Watkins agree that the undersigned have standing and are 

competent to enter into this Agreement. 

In exchange for the Watkins' withdrawal of its protest against Takoma Station's 

application for renewal of its License, Takoma Station agrees to the terms and conditions, set 

forth below, for the granting of its License renewal application. The parties jointly request and 

agree that the ABC Board grant the License renewal conditioned upon Takoma Station's 

compliance with the following terms of this Agreement, which the parties jointly request and 

agree the ABC Board shall incorporate into its order. 

(1) Takoma Station shall contain the volume of noise generated by music, whether live or 
recorded, provided at the premises at 6914 Fourth Street, N.W., so as to comport with all 
provisions of, and regulations under, the D.C, Noise Control Act, see 20 DCMR §§ 3000-
3299, including but not limited to 20 DCMR §§ 3001.1 et seq, (setting forth maximum 
sound levels), 20 DCMR §§ 3013.1 et seq, (setting forth penalties for violations); 20 
DCMR §§ 3014 et seq. (setting forth civil enforcement rights); and 20 DCMR §§ 3100.1 
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et seq. (setting forth particular maximum sound levels for musical instruments, 
loudspeakers, and amplifiers). 

(2) Takoma Station shall provide to the Watkins Board of Directors ("Watkins Board") the 
telephone numbers, including any unlisted numbers, that unit owners of and/or residents 
in the Watkins may use to immediately reach (a) the management of Takoma Station, and 
(b) at least one designated officer and shareholder in Sweets & Bitters, Inc., to register 
complaints concerning the volume of music or other noise emanating from the premises 
of Takoma Station. 

(3) Takoma Station has on this date provided the following telephone numbers that 
may be used by owners and/or residents in the Watkins for the purpose of 
registering complaints about noise to managers on the premises of Takoma 
Station: (202) 829-1999 and (202) 829-1937. 

(4) Takoma Station shall ensure that these telephone lines are answered by either a 
human being or telephone recording device and, if the latter occurs, that a 
manager of Takoma Station shall respond as follows: the volume of music, 
whether live or recorded, shall be immediately reduced to the levels set forth in 
Paragraph 1, supra, and that a manager shall return the call placed by an owner or 
resident in the Watkins within 24 hours ofreceipt of the calL 

(5) Takoma Station, in the event that any telephone nU111bers are added or charlged at 
the premises at 6914 Fourth Street, N.W., shall provide written notice concerning 
the new or additional numbers to the Watkins Board. 

(6) Takoma Station has on this date provided the following telephone number of a designated 
shareholder in Sweets & Bitters, loc., which also may be used by owners and/or residents 
ofthe Watkins in the event that complaints concerning noise registered with a person 
holding himself or herself out as an on-premises manager of Takoma Station are not 
addressed within 30 minutes: (301) 587-8243, the telephone number of David A. Boyd, 
president, shareholder, and manager. 

(7) Takoma Station, in the event that David A. Boyd changes his telephone number or severs 
his current connections with Takoma Station, shall provide to the Watkins Board written 
notice of the name and telephone number of another designated shareholder to assume the 
duties set forth in Paragraphs 2, 4, and 6, supra. 

(8) The Watkins shall provide to Takoma Station the names and home telephone numbers of 
all residents or owners of Watkins units who are authorized by the Watkins Board to 
register complaints concerning the volume of music or other noise emanating from the 
premises of Takoma Station. The initial list of Watkins owners and/or residents shall be 
supplied to Takoma Station on or before October 31, 1997, and the Watkins will provide 
updated information to Takoma Station as residents and/or owners move, sell, or acquire 
units within the Watkins. 
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The parties agree that each provision of this Agreement shall constitute a material term 

and condition of the License and that the Agreement shall be enforceable before the ABC Board 

or any other appropriate government agency or court. 

This Agreement shall take effect upon the ABC Board's approval of Takoma Station's 

application for License renewal, and shall remain in effect for, and be included as material terms 

and conditions of, any and all futnre license renewals. 

The provisions of this Agreement are severable, and if any provision of this Agreement is 

deemed void or invalid by the ABC Board or any other authority of the District of Columbia, or 

if the ABC Board determines not to incorporate any provision of this Agreement into its order, 

all other provisions shall remain valid, binding, and in effect. 

--"Ii<rn, pd and dated: 
\ 

\ 
J 

i I 

(f) / V / '1 :;. 
David A. Boyd, Presi ent 
on behalf of Sweets & Bitters, Inc., and Takoma Station Tavern 
6914 Fourth Street, N.W. 

By signing above, I affirm and certify that I am an owner and President of Sweets & Bitters, Inc., 
the sole owner and operator of Takoma Station Tavern, and that I have full authority to enter into 
this Agreement on behalf of Sweets & Bitters, Inc.; any other shareholders in Sweets & Bitters, 
Inc., and Takoma Station Tavern. 

Watkins Condominium Association 
406 Cedar Street, N.W., Apt. 1 

By signing the above, I affirm and certify that I am the duly elected President of, and a unit 
owner in, the Watkins Condominium Association, and that I have full authority to enter into this 
Agreement on behalf of the Watkins Condominium Association, its Board of Directors, and its 
unit owners. 
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Barbara L. Smith, Chair 
Alcohol Beverage Control Board 
District of Columbia Department of 

Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 
614 H Street, N.W., Room 807 
Washington, D.C. 

,-
ORIGINAL 

October 21, 1997 

RE: Sweets & Bitters, Inc. d/b/a Takoma Station Tavern 
6914 Fourth Street, N.W. 
Retailer's Class CR, ABC File No. 22904 
Settlement of Protest to License Renewal 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

Enclosed for filing in the above-referenced license renewal proceeding is a settlement 
agreement reached between the licensee of Takoma Station Tavern and the owners and residents 
of the Watkins Condominium Association (collectively, "the Watkins"), who timely filed a 
protest to the license renewal. This agreement addresses the noise problems raised in the 
Watkins' protest letter of September 15, 1997. Accordingly, the Watkins hereby seeks to 
withdraw its protest on the condition that the Board approves the enclosed settlement and 
incorporates the settlement terms into the license. 

Please date-stamp the enclosed duplicate upon receipt and return it to me via the 
messenger for the Watkins' files. 

ShOUld any questions arise concerning this matter, please contact me at my office number, 
(202) 828-4901. 

cc: David Boyd 

c.-Respectfully submitted, 

\.::::::::-:::::: ~), / I '\ V----; ~.'74~ 
R~d,mary C. Harold -.., 

! 


