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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER & REGULATORY AFFAIRS

INSPECTION AND COMPLIANCE ADMINISTRATION

Are You Repairing
or Replacing a Roof?

Clarification of the District of Columbia’s roofing,
roof replacement and roof repair requirements.

dcra.dc.gov
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This is a notice of interpretation to the DCMR 12A Supplement of the
International Building Code.

DCMR - Section 105.2.9.b: “Replacement in kind” of Roofing and coping may
require a Building Permit in accordance with the following:

Recovering Versus Replacement

1. A Building Permit is not required when an area of less than 100 sq. ft. is
being re-roofed or repaired and not more than two (2) layers of
membrane or asphalt shingles are involved. If the roofing material is part
of a Built Up Roof (BUR or torch down) roof system then the
manufacture specifications must be followed. No inspection of this work
is required, however, all work must meet the requirements of the 2006
International Building (IBC) or Residential Building (IRC) codes and
the manufacturers instructions.

A Permit is required if:
2. Metal flashing is to be removed, repaired or replaced.

3. Re-roofing, roof repairs or replacement is involved and is not exempted
by note Number 1.

Note: This notice is clarifying Section 105.2.9.b of the 2006 and 2008 versions
of the DCMR 12A supplement to the ICC codes.

NOTE: Refer to the typical details on the pages following.
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Typical Details 1.1

SHEET METAL PARAPET
CAP SLOPED TO DRAIN

ROOF SIDE
CONTINUOUS CLEAT CONTINUOUS SHIM
FASTENED PER TABLE 1 .

WOOD NAILER

EXTENDED BASE FLASHING
OPTIONAL IF DOUBLE LOCK
STANDING SEAM JOINTS
ARE USED WITH THE

METAL PARAPET CAP

GASKETED FASTENERS

L FASTENERS APPROX. 8"
—— [200 mm] O.C.

OPTIONAL: EXTENDED FIELD
PLIES ABOVE HEAD OF CANT
{NOT SHOWN FOR CLARITY)

CANT

I

Q

MULTIPLE-PLY MEMBRANE
BASE FLASHING FEATHERED
AT FIELD OF ROOF

1" [25 mm] MIN.
BELOW BLOCKING

MULTIPLE-PLY BUILT-UP
ROOF MEMBRANE

COVERBOARD INSULATION

X\ THERMAL INSULATION
ROOF DECK

Detail (typical condition): section at edge of roof showing location of
sheet metal cap at parapet. This detail assumes a masonry parapet. Refer
to the roofing materials manufacture’s specifications for installation with
a wood frame parapet.
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Typical Details 1.2

DETAIL A
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Nailing Pattern

Details A and B show examples of typical nailing
patterns for asphalt shingles during Installation.
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Typical Details 1.3

Shingie

Surface ™ —u
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CORRECT CROOKED UNDERDRIVEN OVERDRIVEN
Head flush to Decreased hold- Dacreased hold-
shingle, Tagl ing. Shingle tarn. ing. Pravents next E‘ecrgz?:dl:old-
heaad perpendic- Pravents next shingle frem seal- 9.

ular to shingle
during driving.

shingle frem
soaling. See
Repair Note 1.

ng. See Repair
Note 1.

torn, $ee Repair
Note 2,

REPAIR Nots 1

Flatten nail head to prevent
intarferance with next shingle,
DOrive another nail nearky.

REPAIR Note 2

Driva ancther nail nuarhz. Seal
overdriven nail with asphalt
plastic cement.

Section Detail showing correct method of driving home
roofing nail at shingle surface.
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