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January 25, 2021 
 
Via Email PDF to: aprince@goulstonstorrs.com 
 
Allison C. Prince, Esq. 
Goulston & Storrs 
1999 K Street NW, Suite 500 
Washington DC  20006 
 
Re: 1530 P Street NW 
 
Dear Ms. Prince: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to confirm our discussion in our virtual meeting of 
January 11, 2021 about the use of the above-refenced office building by the 
Chancery of Qatar. In the meeting I confirmed that the Chancery of Qatar may 
occupy the existing building without the need for approval by the Board of Zoning 
Adjustment (“BZA”). 
 
As we discussed, the property, which is improved with a historic building (Square 
195, Lot 848) (“Property”), is split-zoned. The western portion which has frontage 
on 16th Street is MU-15 and the eastern portion along P Street is zoned RA-8 – see 
Zoning Map attached as Exhibit A. The historic building on the site was constructed 
in 1908 with a later addition to the east. The building straddles the zone boundary 
line. The Carnegie Institution has a Certificate of Occupancy from 1975 (attached as 
Exhibit B) for a non-profit office.  More recently in 2018, the Board of Zoning 
Adjustment granted zoning relief for the screening for mechanical equipment on the 
penthouse at the building and at that time similarly characterized the building as an 
“office building” (the BZA’s order is also attached as Exhibit C for reference).  
 
As we discussed, office use is permitted as a matter of right in the MU-15 zone, but is 
not permitted in the RA-8 zone and so would typically require a use variance to 
operate in that zone.  However, because Carnegie’s use predates the Zoning 
Regulations and because there is a Certificate of Occupancy for non-profit office use, 
office use is grandfathered as to the entire property, including the RA-8 zoned 
portion of the Property. Accordingly, a new office user would be permitted to obtain 
a new Certificate of Occupancy without any discretionary approval process 
required.   
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Because the existing use is an office use and a change to a different office user would 
not require BZA approval (since the use is not changing, only the operator), the 
conversion to a chancery office use cannot be treated any more strictly than general 
office use and therefore does not require BZA approval. This is consistent with the 
overarching policy of the Foreign Missions Act, D.C. Code §6-1301 et seq., which 
aims to ensure that the establishment of foreign mission offices in the city is not 
hindered or unduly inhibited by local zoning requirements in a way that 
undermines U.S. diplomatic relations. Therefore, a foreign mission should not be 
subjected to stricter regulations than any other office use.  This is also consistent 
with the provisions applicable to the MU-zoned portion of the site, which reference 
chancery as being included in other types of office uses (see Subtitle U § 502.1(f) of 
the Zoning Regulations), further supporting the conclusion that chancery use should 
be treated in parity with other office uses.   
 
We also discussed that the U.S. Department of State supports the use of the building 
by the Chancery of Qatar and has issued two letters dated July 14, 2020 and a 
Diplomatic Note to that effect (attached as Exhibit D).  
 
Conclusion 
In summary, the use of the building by the Chancery of Qatar is permitted as a 
matter of right. When the new Certificate of Occupancy is processed through my 
office, the chancery use will not be considered a use change. For that reason, the 
new Certificate of Occupancy will be issued in due course and without the need for 
inspections. Please let me know if you have any questions or would like to discuss. 
 
Sincerely, ____________________ 

         Matthew Le Grant 

         Zoning Administrator 

 
Attachments:  A- Zoning Map 
              B- COO B19527, dated 2-6-1975 
              C- BZA Order #19664 
              D- Dept of State Letters and Diplomatic Note, 7-14-2020 
 

DISCLAIMER: This determination does not constitute a final action and accordingly cannot 
be appealed. However the chancery will use this determination to secure final action from 
my office in the form of zoning approval of a certificate of occupancy. I urge anyone with 
questions or concerns about this determination to contact my office within 60 days of the 
date of this letter. 
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