
 

  DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
  OFFICE OF THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

 

 

February 24, 2022 
 
VIA EMAILED PDF 
John Linam, Jr. 
Architects & Associates, PLLC 
12020 Sun Valley Drive, Suite 100 
Reston, Virginia 20191 
john@jljarch.com 
 
Re:  Determination for 4419 Harrison St NW - 22-Z-PDRM-00019  
  
Dear John Linam, Jr. -  
 
Below are the determinations regarding the PDRM meeting held on December 8, 
2021, with Chyna Barber, of my staff. The proposed project is a two story addition to 
an existing single family semi-detached residence on an interior lot, in a R-2 zone.  
No historic overlays are present.  The lot area is 2,068 SF.  The current lot occupancy 
that the existing dwelling provides is 38% (786 SF).  The proposed addition will 
expand the existing house footprint to 968 SF with a resulting 47% lot occupancy.  
The proposed addition will also extend 10’ (maximum) beyond the rear wall of the 
attached neighboring structure, so as not to constitute a ‘Pop Back’.  
 
The following conclusions resulted from the meeting:  
 

1. You asked: If we apply for relief from the 40% lot occupancy limit as a 
special exception from BZA, is the 47% lot occupancy within the range that 
the BZA can approve as a Special Exception?   
Answer: Yes: That request would qualify as a special exception request and not 
a variance. 
 

2. You asked: If the clients want to add an uncovered deck off the rear of the 
addition, which would be over 48” above the adjacent grade, does that count 
toward lot occupancy as well?  
Answer:  Yes, that uncovered deck, if over 48” above grade, would count 
towards lot occupancy.  But the ‘Pop Back’ limit of the size of the addition to 
only 10’ beyond the existing neighboring structure does not apply to the deck. 

 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
 

mailto:john@jljarch.com


 
 

 

 
 
Sincerely, _______________________ 
         Matthew Le Grant 
         Zoning Administrator 
 
Attachment: Plan set and photos 
 
Zoning Technician: Chyna Barber 
 
 
DISCLAIMER: This letter is issued in reliance upon, and therefore limited to, the questions asked, and the 
documents submitted in support of the request for a determination. The determinations reached in this letter 
are made based on the information supplied, and the laws, regulations, and policy in effect as of the date of 
this letter. Changes in the applicable laws, regulations, or policy, or new information or evidence, may 
result in a different determination. This letter is NOT a "final writing", as used in Section Y-302.5 of the 
Zoning Regulations (Title 11 of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations), nor a final decision of the 
Zoning Administrator that may be appealed under Section Y-302.1 of the Zoning Regulations, but instead 
is an advisory statement of how the Zoning Administrator would rule on an application if reviewed as of 
the date of this letter based on the information submitted for the Zoning Administrator's review. Therefore, 
this letter does NOT vest an application for zoning or other DCRA approval process (including any vesting 
provisions established under the Zoning Regulations unless specified otherwise therein), which may only 
occur as part of the review of an application submitted to DCRA. 
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