
 

 

Memorandum     

 

DATE:    September 22, 2017 

TO:      Leila Batties 

FROM:    Emily Eig, Kim Daileader, Kendra Parzen  

SUBJECT:     Historic Use of Building 52 - DRAFT    

 

This memo outlines known information about the historical use of Building 52 within the Children’s 
National Medical Center portion of Walter Reed.  Available materials indicate that Building 52 was 
originally in use as a ward building on all three levels, and that the use of the ground floor as storage 
was a much later development.   

Summary of Findings 

Building 52 was constructed in 1930 as part 
of a push to replace the large number of 
temporary frame ward buildings erected 
during the First World War.  It completed a 
row of three identical buildings: Building 42 
and Building 43 to the east were both 
constructed in 1928.  Maps from the period 
immediately following the construction 
Building 52 list it as a ward building, housing 
Wards 36, 37, and 38.  Clips from two such 
maps are included in this memo.   

Plans for alterations to the interior of the 
building from the 1960s indicate that there 
was one ward per floor.  A 1965 alterations 
drawing indicates that Ward 37, the first 
floor, was a gastroenterology clinic.1 A 1967 

                                                           
1 These drawings employ the European system of floor numbering, where the ground floor corresponds to the first 
floor above grade, the first floor corresponds to the second floor above grade, and the second floor corresponds to 
the third floor above grade.   

 

Figure 1: 1940s WRAMC Map (WRAMC 1909-2011 Flickr) 
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cove sheet indicates that Ward 38, the 
second floor, was an artificial dialysis 
and intensive care unit.  The dedicated 
use of Ward 36, the ground floor, at 
that time is not known; however, it is 
indicated on a 1966 drawing for 
alterations to latrines to also have 
been a ward. All referenced drawings 
are attached at the end of this memo.   

The conversion of the ground floor to 
storage space is believed to have 
taken place circa 2003.  

 

 

  

Figure 2: 1947 MS M-18 Electrical Map (Courtesy Hines Urban Atlantic) 
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